
 

 

 

Wildrock is a nature playscape center in Crozet, Virginia where visitors experience the joys              

of connecting and learning in nature. Featuring a three-acre enclosed nature playscape,            

barn learning center, and discovery hiking trail, Wildrock incorporates the Shenandoah           

landscape and vegetation into outdoor play-based learning and programming. We are           

committed to offering a welcoming, nurturing space where the beauty of nature inspires             

free play, exploration, and quiet reflection. 

 

 

 

Wildrock’s mission is to promote nature play for health and happiness.  Given that nature play is 

less a part of daily life today than in any previous generation, it is necessary to create enticing 

opportunities for children to reconnect with the natural world.  Current research reveals that 

active free play outdoors is critical to ensure active healthy bodies, creative minds, academic 

success, emotional stability, and strong social skills (Hanscom, 2016).  

 

The playscape at Wildrock is an enriching and inviting outdoor learning environment, in which 

children have the time and space to explore, discover, and play. 
 



Features of Wildrock’s Playscape 
 

The Wildrock Early Childhood Field Trip program is designed to support the development of the 

school-readiness skills outlined in Virginia’s Foundation Blocks for Early Learning. Our playscape 

provides a language-rich natural learning environment that encourages conversation, 

collaboration, and movement. 

 

● Play  wildlife rescue station  
○ Virginia Science Foundation Blocks 

■ 5: Life Processes 
● Creation stage 

○ Virginia Literacy Foundation Blocks 

■ 1: Oral Language 

■ 2: Vocabulary 

○ Virginia Personal and Social Development Foundation 

Blocks 

■ 1: Self-Concept 

■ 2: Self-Regulation 

■ 4: Interaction with Others 
● Fishing Pier with magnetized fish and poles 

○ Virginia Mathematics Foundation Blocks 

■ 1: Number and Number Sense 

■ 2: Computation 
● Bear cave, tunnel, and climbing mounds 

○ Virginia Health and Physical Development Foundation Blocks 

■ 2: Movement Principles and Concepts 

■ 4: Responsible Behaviors 

■ 5: Physically Active Lifestyle 

○ Virginia Personal and Social Development Foundation Blocks 

■ 1: Self-Concept 

■ 2: Self-Regulation 

■ 4: Interaction with Others 
 

● Hobbit house 
○ Virginia Literacy Foundation Blocks 

■ 1: Oral Language 
● Art house 

○ Virginia Visual Arts Foundation Blocks 

■ 1: Visual Communication and Production 

○ Virginia Mathematics Foundation Blocks 

■ 4: Geometry 

■ 6: Patterns and Relationships  
● Stick fort-building area 

○ Virginia Personal and Social Development Foundation Blocks 

■ 4: Interaction with Others 

■ 5: Social Problem Solving 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/early_childhood/preschool_initiative/foundationblocks.pdf


 

 

● Large nest with giant wooden eggs 
○ Virginia Personal and Social Development 

Foundation Blocks 

■ 4: Interaction with Others 

■ 5: Social Problem Solving 

○ Virginia Science Foundation Blocks 

■ 2: Force, Motion, and Energy 

■ 5: Life Processes 

● Mud kitchen 
○ Virginia Science Foundation Blocks 

■ 3: Matter and Physical Properties 
● Log obstacle course 

○ Virginia Health and Physical Development 

Foundation Blocks 

■ 1: Skilled Movement 

■ 2: Movement Principles and Concepts 

■ 3: Personal Fitness 
● Discovery stream 

○ Virginia Science Foundation Blocks 

■ 1: Scientific Investigation, Reasoning, and Logic 

 

 



 

Field Trips 
Each field trip will follow a similar structure. Classes will arrive around 9:30 am and will be greeted 

by a member of our Wildrock staff. Children can eat a snack from home while we introduce the 

Wildrock playscape and discuss guidelines for safe play.  

 

Students and chaperones will spend about 60-90 minutes on the playscape. This large block of time 

allows students an opportunity to fully explore and engage in all areas of our sprawling playscape. 

Students will remain within eyesight and calling distance of their chaperone, but groups can move 

from one station to another at their desire and leisure. 

 

Depending on the size of the group, we may include a whole group activity following free play time. 

This may be a game, a read aloud, or a scavenger hike on our Discovery Trail. These additional 

activities will be a regular feature during our Four Seasons Discovery Program, described below. 

 

We invite you to bring a picnic lunch to enjoy at our picnic tables. Departure from Wildrock will be 

at 12 pm. 

 

The Four Seasons Discovery Program  
We offer four field trip experiences throughout the year. You may choose to attend a single field 

trip of your choice or a combination of up to four visits throughout the year. We encourage 

multiple trips to Wildrock so the children can build upon their learning and development from 

one visit to the next. We have observed that children become more creative and willing to 

explore with each visit.   Repeat trips allow children to explore beyond the playscape to discover 

forest  streams, mountain vistas, and open play meadows.  

 

Fall (September-early November) 

Sample Activities: 

● Leaf Match Game 

● Life Cycle of a Tree Scavenger Hike 

Winter (December-February) 

Sample Activities: 

● Nature Treasures Hide and Seek 

● Where Do Animals Go in Winter? 

Spring (Late March-early May) 

Sample Activities: 

● Signs of Spring Scavenger Hike 

● Trees as Habitats Scavenger Hike 



 

Summer (Late May-June) 

Sample Activities: 

● Photo Scavenger Hike 

● Water Play 

 
Activities are subject to change depending on weather and group size. We welcome any input from teachers!  

If you are in the middle of a science unit you would like us to incorporate at the time of your field trip  

(the Five Senses, Animal Habitats, Life Cycles, etc.) please let us know! 

 

At the end of the Four Seasons Program, we will have a small ceremony for classes who have 

participated in multiple trips. Each child will be given a certificate welcoming them into the 

Web of Life and calling upon each of them to become protectors and preservers of Nature and 

of our planet.  

 

Field Trip Costs 

For groups of 19 or more, the fee for admission is $8 per student, $8 per chaperone, and $8 per 

sibling in attendance. There is no charge for teachers and paraprofessionals. There is a 

minimum field trip fee of $150 so, for groups smaller than 19, we can partner two groups 

together to meet the minimum fee. 

 

When you are ready to book your field trip, we request a deposit of $75 to reserve the Wildrock 

Playscape. The remainder of the field trip fee will be paid in full upon your arrival to Wildrock.  

 

Send payment to: 

Wildrock 

2521 Summit Ridge Trail 

Charlottesville, VA 22911 

 
We welcome the opportunity to speak with you further about Wildrock’s Early Childhood Field 

Trip program! If you have any questions or are ready to schedule your field trip, please contact: 

 

Sarah Harris 
Early Childhood Field Trip Coordinator 

sarahkeenan128@hotmail.com 

434-205-4399 

 

Or visit our website at:  

www.wildrock.org.  


